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| Two parallel strings of cowries

#H 5] 69 4\{,15‘# 7 . #H 'fil’— — A | Similar companions together — friends
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Please look at the image and appreciate its imagery and feeling. Please describe the main visual elements you see in the image.

2. ’i% Rk %‘ %]3 ’é‘ i-f; & )—l, 9 % % o Please explain how the components and radicals are represented in the image.

Components & Radicals
XFmE R E

(SCH) péng = friend

(TCH) péng = friend

Oracle-bone image:
two strings of cowries (FH & 1)

yue

H = (the modern component

shape only) moon; meat

Note: The oracle-bone form
of A depicts two parallel

strings of cowries. Cowries
served as valuable objects
and units of exchange in
ancient China. Because
similar objects were grouped
together, ff later developed
the meaning of companions
gathered together and,
eventually, “friend.” As a
modern memory aid—not as
the historical origin—we
might also imagine friends
sharing meat with one
another every night.
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péng you ndn  nii péng you hio péng you
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zhonggudérén chdngchdng xi huan shuo
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zhonggudérén chdngchdng xi huan shuo
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duo yi gé péngyou
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