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Unlike English vocabulary, which is often learned as isolated alphabetic words, Chinese vocabulary 

grows from base characters organized by clear semantic logic. Learning a single character can unlock a 

family of related meanings and words — much like buying one item and getting several more for free.  

Look at these characters closely. What do they have in common? What is the vocab-building logic? 
 

 

How do you pronounce and write these characters? Click on each character to hear its pronunciation, 

watch the stroke order, practice writing, and quiz yourself. 

bāo shūbāo chībǎo pàomò yōngbào pǎobù tóngbāo bīngbáo 

包 书包 吃饱 泡沫 拥抱 跑步 同胞 冰雹 
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Bāo

包
(a radical, noun and verb)

wrap 
(like a baby 
inside bally)

Shūbāo

书包
bookbag 

(books wrapped 
inside a bag)

Chībǎo

吃饱
full by eating
(food inside 

stomach)

Pàomò

泡沫
bubble/
foam

Pǎobù

跑步
to run

(feet wrapped 
inside shoes)

Yōngbào

拥抱
to embrace

(hold each 
other in arms)

Tóngbāo

同胞
compatriots
(from the same 

womb)

Bīngbáo

冰雹
hail 

(ice wrapped 
balls of rain)
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