Unlike English vocabulary, which is often learned as isolated alphabetic words, Chinese vocabulary
grows from base characters organized by clear semantic logic. Learning a single character can unlock a

family of related meanings and words — much like buying one item and getting several more for free.

Look at these characters closely. What do they have in common? What is the vocab-building logic?

Shiibao
F &,

- bookbag o
Bingbao (books wrapped Chibao

;]JQ 'j:e: inside a bag) pi /17@

hail full by eating

(ice wrapped (food inside
balls of rain stomach)

Tongbao
(a radical, noun and verb)

7 i wrap
(like a baby

compatriots inside bally)
(from the same

womb)

Piaobu Yongbao
¥, P e,
to run to embrace

(feet wrapped (hold each
inside shoes) other in arms

How do you pronounce and write these characters? Click on each character to hear its pronunciation,

watch the stroke order, practice writing, and quiz yourself.

bao shiibao chibio paomo yongbao paobu tongbao bingbao
~ /L ~ ‘\ — \) ==
& | B | vede | iR | e | b | Bl | RE

11 j0  wo jintian zdoshang chi bdo le zdo fan béishangshibdo gén mama yongbdo mao zhebingbdo pdo ba  zud shang le xidoche
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