Unlike English vocabulary, which is often learned as isolated words, Chinese vocabulary grows from
base characters organized by clear semantic logic. Learning a single character can unlock a family of

related meanings and words — much like buying one item and getting several more for free.

Look at these characters closely. What do they have in common? What is the vocab-building logic?

Zhou ri
B B
Sunday

Zhou lin
J& 5%
Saturday

Zhou wu
EA
Friday

Zhou’er
J] —
Tuesday

Zhou san
J =
Wednesday

Zhou si

3 g

Thursday

How do you pronounce and write these characters?
Click on each character to hear its pronunciation, watch the stroke order,

practice writing, and quiz yourself.

Zhou Zhou y1 Zhou’ér Zhou san Zhou si Zhouwi Zhou liu Zhou ri
Aa| A- | A= | A= | Aw | Az | Ax | An

11 ju zhouyil zhou ér  zhousadn

f5la): &

zhousi  zhouwl doushi gongzuori

A B = Bl E O EYE TER - SR B H N EK -
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zhouliu hé zhouri doushi zhoumo
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