Unlike English vocabulary, which is often learned as isolated words, Chinese vocabulary grows from
base characters organized by clear semantic logic. Learning a single character can unlock a family of

related meanings and words — much like buying one item and getting several more for free.

Look at the following characters closely. What do they have in common? What is the grouping logic?

Yang rou

lamb, mutton

(sheep meat)

Niu rou

4
beef

(cattle meat)

Zhi rou

A

pork
(pig meat)

Jirou
A8 )

chicken

YU rou

L

fish meat

How do you pronounce and write these characters?

practice writing, and quiz yourself.

meat

Click on each character to hear its pronunciation, watch the stroke order,

Rou Niu rou Jirou Yu rou Zhii rou Yang rou
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méigud rén ai chi rou

rénrén dou chi héndud rou

zulai chi de rou shi niturou

jirou yurou

zhtrou hé ydangrou

11 ju
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