Unlike English vocabulary, which is often learned as isolated alphabetic words, Chinese vocabulary
grows from base characters organized by clear semantic logic. Learning a single character can unlock a

family of related meanings and words — much like buying one item and getting several more for free.

Look at these characters closely. What do they have in common? What is the vocab-building logic?

Putao zhi
8 it

Grape juice

Putao téng

Grape vine

(Grape tree)

Putao jiu
3 ~
IR
Grape wine

(A general term
for all grape wines)

putao

Al &

grape (noun)
[1t was introduced to China
in Han Dynasty (202 BCE—
220 CE) in a transliteration
of Bactrian "badawa" or
Persian "budawa"]

Putao yuan
<= =

# &
Vineyard

(Grape garden)

Bai putao jiu
SR RSBl

White (grape) wine

Hong putao jiu
LR H B
Red (grape)

wine

Putao gan
-
Al & T
Raisins
(Dried grapes)

How do you pronounce and write these characters? Click on each character to hear its pronunciation,
watch the stroke order, practice writing, and quiz yourself.

Putao Putao jii | Bai putao jit | Hong putao jit | Putdo gan | Patao yuan | Putdo téng | Puatao zhi
WE | MEE |aBHE) =HEHL | 0FH WHE | WEE |NEHT
A w Z#H w Z2H 2L E &I maET | naHE A S EEAR
11 Jfl pitdoyuan 11 de patéo téng shang ydu patdo putdo néngzudchéng bai  putdojit héng puatdojit putdo zhi putdogdan
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