Unlike English vocabulary, which is often learned as isolated words, Chinese vocabulary grows from
base characters organized by clear semantic logic. Learning a single character can unlock a family of
related meanings and words — much like buying one item and getting several more for free.

Look at the following characters closely. What do they have in common? What is the grouping logic?

zhtishi

F R

staple
shitang food yinshi
AL AR/ RR B

x j!‘. Drinks &
Cafeteria dining

liangshi shiwu
g L3
. (unprocessed)
grain food

shicai shipin

AT B o
food stuffs (processed)

(raw) food

How do you pronounce and write these characters?
Click on each character to hear its pronunciation, watch the stroke order,
practice writing, and quiz yourself.

shi zhtishi yinshi shiwu shipin shicai liangshi shitang
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11 ju  zuihdo de shi cdi yaoyongzui jiandan de fangfa cainéng zuochi zuihio chi de shiwi huo shipin  women de shiting zuodao le
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